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Siri | 
For want of a specifie appropriation for the expenses of the 
Assay Commission I have this year obtained in advance the opinion | 
of the First Comptroller on the matter. ‘ This officer decides 


that the expenses shall be. paid out of the eee fund Sree rman 
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your mint, as usual, ineluding per tee expenses and expenses 
for luncheon. A eopy of the ettes from the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the same subject is herewith enclosed, 
The arrangements for luncheon last year were very satisfactory 
and I iii you to make the same for the occasion next week. 
While the Comptroller is willing, as a matter of precedent, to" 
allow the bill for the usual dunes on the ground of ccpedieney, a 


under the present GEVROU ae y Oe the Secretary I do not feel warrant- — 


Peer Oeed in authorizing the expense, owing ao want me epegt ce provision | 
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by law for hospitality of this kind. bceeoe os the other | 
hand, are necessary, on account of the continuous character of the | 
work of the Commission and the impracticability of the Commission- 


/-ers leaving the mint for luncheon. 
Very respectfully, 








Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.5S. Mint, 
Fhaladei oes: | 
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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 150 


[Abstract:] Says First Comptroller decides that expenses shall be paid out of Contingent Funds... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
February 3, 1888 


Sir: 


For want of a specific appropriation for the expenses of the Assay Commission I have 
this year obtained in advance the opinion of the First Comptroller on the matter. This officer 
decides that the expenses shall be paid out of the contingent fund of your mint, as usual, 
including traveling expense and expenses for luncheon. A copy of the letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the same subject is herewith enclosed. 


The arrangements for luncheon last year were very satisfactory and I advise you to make 
the same for the occasion next week. 


While the Comptroller is willing, as a matter of precedent, to allow the bill for the usual 
dinner on the ground of expediency, under the present authority of the Secretary I do not feel 
watranted in authorized the expense, owing to want of specific provision by law for hospitality 
of this kind. Luncheons, on the other hand, are necessary, on account of the continuous character 
of the work of the Commission and the impracticability of the Commissioners leaving the mint 
for luncheon. 


Very respectfully, 
James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


